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Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

Highlights: May 24, 2019 

 
Sites Represented (marked by x) 
 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasteur 

X Arden  Encina  Pershing 

 Arlington X Gold River  PTA 

 Barrett  Grand Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Bella Vista X Green Oaks X Rio Americano 

X Cambridge Hts.  Greer  Rogers 

X Cameron Ranch  Howe  San Juan 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  Schweitzer 

 Carnegie  Kingswood  Sierra Oaks 

X Carriage  La Entrada  Skycrest 

X Casa Roble X Laurel Ruff   Starr King 

 Charles Peck   La Vista X Sylvan 

 Churchill  LeGette X Thomas Kelly 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen  Trajan 

 Cottage X Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa  Whitney 

 Coyle  Marvin Marshall (ECE)  Woodside 

X Del Campo  Mesa Verde  ECE Head Start 

X Del Dayo  Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

X Del Paso Manor X Mission  GATE 

X Deterding X Northridge  CAC 

X Dewey  Oakview  FACE 

 Dyer-Kelly  Orangevale X Board Members 

 Edison X Ottomon   

 El Camino  Pasadena   

 

Materials Distributed 

Agenda, Strategic Planning Task Force Information, Dress Code Rights and Responsibilities, BP/AR 

5132 Student Dress and Grooming, AR 5132 Student Dress Code (Alameda City USD) 

Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

(SPAC) meeting and thanked Board Member McKibbin for attending.  

Strategic Planning Recruitment 

Senior Director of Program Development and Accountability Donna O’Neil, Ed.D. presented 

information regarding the upcoming recruitment for the Strategic Planning Task Force. Dr. O’Neil 

explained that the goal of the task force is to collaboratively develop a draft framework for the district 

that includes an update to the Strategic Plan and revision to the Local Control and Accountability Plan. 

The task force will consist of 35 students, parents/guardians, staff and community members. 

Participants must be able to attend all three sessions, study orientation materials before the first 

session, share ideas and collect feedback. Dr. O’Neil noted that this is a great opportunity for people 
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to get a broader understanding of the entire district; she encouraged members to share the information 

with anyone they think might be interested in participating. The application is available in six 

languages and can be accessed on the district website at www.sanjuan.edu/sptaskforce.  

 

Questions: 

Q: Who will serve on the task force? 

A: The task force will consist of five high school students, fifteen staff members and fifteen other 

participants (parents, community members, etc.). 

 

Q: What are the specific qualifications? 

A: We will be looking for a representative group of people that reflect the diversity of the district. 

Superintendent Kern encouraged people to apply who weren’t part of the prior strategic planning 

process.   

 

Student Email 
Senior Director of Technology Peter Skibitzki asked SPAC members for their input regarding 

potential changes to student email. The district’s current policy limits the student’s communication 

access to other students, teachers and administrators. The district has received requests from students 

and parents to expand email access to allow students to communicate with outside establishments such 

as universities, government entities, etc. The district will consider opening access for students in 

grades 7-12.    

 

Questions:  

Q: If access is open to outside entities, would students be able to access sites that would be off limits 

at home? 

A: During school hours, social media access is restricted at school sites. However, students can still 

create phantom email accounts to solicit other avenues to social media, which they can do now 

regardless of their email restrictions. The district can put measures in place to flag inappropriate 

content that is coming in or going out. The district can also have an opt out option for parents who 

would like to keep their child’s email access closed. All parties will need to consider the pros and 

cons before changing access. 

 

Q: If students are using this email to communicate with colleges and universities, what happens once 

the student graduates? 

A: The district currently has a Google domain which gives staff the ability to transition a student’s 

San Juan account to their new personal account after they graduate (i.e. johnnysmith@sanjuan.edu 

to johnnysmith@gmail.com).  

 

Q: Will students be penalized if a parent opts their child out?  

A: Teachers will need to be sensitive to the fact that not all students will have equal access.  

 

Q: At Mission, the site will be creating a virtual book club via Flipgrid, a video discussion platform, 

as a means to help prevent the “summer slide.” Will students be able to use their San Juan email 

account to sign up for Flipgrid?   

A: Technology Services will need more information regarding this program, as there are various issues 

that could be involved.   

 

Q: Does the district offer workshops related to responsible use of the internet?  

A: The district has provided some training on content media in relation to digital citizenship, but we 

see this as an area that will begin to grow. The district also has acceptable use policies in place for 

students and adults. 

 

http://www.sanjuan.edu/sptaskforce
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Q: What is the reasoning for opening access for middle schoolers? 

A: We are receiving requests from students at certain sites. The district will probably start by granting 

access to high school students and keeping access to middle school students closed. 

 

Comment: Believes expanding access to seventh graders is not a good idea. Feels students do not need 

access until 11th or 12th grade.  

 

Comment: Kids who have cell phones, regardless of their age, will do what they want anyway. Likes 

the fact that parents can track their child’s San Juan email account.  

 

Superintendent Kern noted that he appreciates the feedback and comments and may bring this topic 

back to the group next year. 

Student Dress Code 

Superintendent Kern explained that parents have brought forward concerns related to the district’s 

dress code policy, which some feel is more punitive towards girls. The group was asked to review the 

district’s board policy and administrative regulation, as well as the administrative regulation for 

Alameda City Unified School District, as they have recently gone through this process. 

 

Group feedback: 

 Luke warm on this topic 

 Feels the district’s policy is more punitive towards females  

 Students should not miss instructional time 

 Likes how Alameda City makes this a non-issue 

 Would like to see a consistent policy that is followed districtwide – keep it simple  

 Since heat is an issue in Sacramento, students should be allowed to wear tank tops  

 The fingertip rule regarding the length of shorts for girls is too restrictive 

 Likes the language in Alameda City’s policy regarding students not being shamed or required to 

display their body in front of others  

 The district’s policy is too subjective  

 Students should not be allowed to wear vape wear  

 

Q: Will students be allowed to help establish the dress code? 

A: Yes, this topic will be taken to two student groups. It will also be brought back to the SPAC. 

General Q&A 

Q: To address the vaping problem at Del Campo, only two restrooms are allowed to be open during 

lunch.  Can anything be done about this? Can more staff be hired to monitor restrooms? 

A: Staff will reach out to Del Campo administrators regarding this concern; however, the district does 

not have funds to hire additional staff to monitor restrooms. Staff will be taking a closer look at the 

vaping issue in the coming school year, including working on ways to educate parents and how to 

best address this issue at school sites. In addition, the Safe Schools and Prevention offices are 

working on developing trainings for staff and parents. 

 

Q: If SB-3280 Pupil Attendance: School Start Time passes, how will it affect the district? 

A: In order to accommodate bus schedules, the district will likely be forced to move elementary start 

times earlier and middle school start times to 9:00 a.m.  

 

Q: Why is the summer sports school program only offered at one school? 

A: It is a fee-based (not district-funded) program that is run by a retired teacher. 
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Q: In light of the pushback related to the history-social science adoption, does the district anticipate 

any changes? 

A: No, the history-social science adoption is final. The comprehensive sexual health materials 

adoption was completed last year. The district will not be re-adopting materials for another seven 

years for elementary and middle school grades; however, high school adoptions will be coming 

forward in the next year or two.  

Conclusion 

Superintendent Kern thanked everyone for attending the SPAC meeting. Administrators remained in 

the board room to answer additional questions.  

 

 

 

 

 


